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Protecting the built environment of Heswall 

 

GOOD NEWS FOR THE GREEN BELT 

Cllr Anita Leech, recently appointed 

to take charge of the Local Plan, has 
stated that the Council's approach 

has really changed, now maximising 
the non-Green Belt opportunities, 

including by increasing densities, 
adopting a 'Brownfield First' policy 

and improving the relationship with 
Peel at 'Wirral Waters', with the aim 

of NOT releasing Green Belt. Such 
comments were very encouraging but 

time will tell if this intention is 

realised.  
 

 

 

 The Heswall 

Society 
 

Established for the public benefit to 
conserve the heritage of Heswall 

 
www.theheswallsociety.org.uk 

NEWS  
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*NEXT OPEN MEETING* 
(AGM) – 25 March 2020 

See later for further 

details of this and other 
future events in 2020. 
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THIS BEAUTIFUL BEECH 

 

Thanks to the intervention of the Heswall Society, this 
magnificent tree in the grounds of the former Silverdale 

Medical Centre is now the subject of a Tree Preservation 
Order. 

In a later section, we provide an update on our work in 

connection with Tree Preservation Orders. 

 

TELEPHONE KIOSK 

This was saved to maintain the street 
scene of Lower Heswall.   

Having adopted the kiosk in the Lower 
Village from BT, the Society welcomes 

ideas for possible uses. To house a 
defibrillator was one possibility but after 

detailed investigation and consideration, 
the Committee has decided not to 

progress this idea at this time.  

 

HESWALL IN BLOOM 

The triangle of land by the 
Catholic Church (Boundary Lane 

Triangle), recently saved from 
being sold off for development 

thanks to intervention by the 
Heswall Society and others, is to 

have a large bed dug and planted 
with shrubs and, hopefully, some trees planted and benches installed 

thanks to arrangements agreed between the Heswall in Bloom team and 
the Council. Hopefully this will better protect it from being sold off in the 

future.  

 

Heswall in Bloom has been very fortunate to get a 

£2,000 grant from the Tesco blue token scheme 
which has been used to buy and plant out eight 

more planters for the rails by the bus station. 
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The Heswall in Bloom team have also been very 

active over the last period including completion of 
our winter planting.  

 

 

In addition to being indebted to local businesses and shops for 
contributing towards the costs of planting, the Society would also like to 

acknowledge the tremendous support given by our three local councillors, 
Les Rowlands, and Andrew & Kathie Hodson on this and many other 

issues/initiatives concerning the Heswall Ward. Each ward is now 

allocated a small sum of money for their councillors to decide how it 
should be spent. Our councillors, who are appreciative of our work to 

brighten the centre, have supported the cost of the work to the Boundary 
Lane Triangle and have also promised to give us some money towards the 

costs of our general 2020 planting. 
 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

Thanks to all of you who have taken part! 

35% of Heswall Society members responded to our 

recent questionnaire largely prompted by the 
Committee’s concern about the number of recent 

planning applications for blocks of flats. This is a 
very pleasing result reflecting the general interest 

and concern about the issues raised. Of the replies 
received:- 

95% felt that Heswall is losing its character as a result of recent 
planning approvals. 

87% are concerned at the number of old houses that are 

disappearing to modern builds, and  

95% worry about old houses making way for blocks of flats. 

It was recognised that answers to the three questions posed may not 

necessarily be black and white and indeed this was reflected in the many 
additional comments provided. These are summarised in our more 

detailed feedback which can be viewed on our website at 
www.theheswallsociety.org.uk/planning. 

The results will now be shared with our Councillors, the Council Planning 
department and our MP with a view to discussing how these issues might 

best be addressed. 

http://www.theheswallsociety.org.uk/planning
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LOCAL PLAN 

The last period has been one of waiting for the Council’s next version of 

the Wirral Local Plan coming out for consultation. In the interim, the 

Wirral Green Spaces Alliance Group (WGSA), of which the Society is a 
member, has remained active and representatives have been having 

detailed meetings with Council officials to discuss our concerns. 
 

At the time of writing the new 
Council draft of the Local Plan has 

been released for an eight-week 
public consultation, ending March 

23. This new ‘Issues and Options’ 
document reports that over 3,200 

responses were received to the 
2018 consultation. Thank you to our 

many members who took the time 
to respond to this draft. 

The WGSA will be engaging legal advice. As this will be costly, member 
organisations, including the Heswall Society, will be expected to 

contribute.  
 

The Society is setting up a small Task Force to review this 534 page 
‘Issues and Options’ document. The focus will be on checking the 

accuracy of any data and assumptions made about Heswall and, of 
course, developing our response to the consultation. Groups within the 

WGSA will be doing likewise for their areas. Within the WGSA we will 
exchange information and discuss the best way to respond to this 

document.  

 
As before, the Society encourages everyone to respond to this 

consultation and the Society will keep you up to date with our analysis of 
the document and deadlines. 

 
The Council’s Local Plan timetable is:  

 Public Consultation on Issues and Options Document January 

2020  
 Public consultation on Draft Local Plan – July/August 2020 

 Submission Local Plan and Reports to Government - by 

November 2020 
 

Members are urged to follow this subject on our website at 
www.theheswallsociety.org.uk/planning where it is covered in greater 

detail and will be updated as events unfold.  

 

http://www.theheswallsociety.org.uk/planning
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OUR COMMITTEE 

Welcome to Heswall Society member Andrew Pannell who joins our 

Planning Group. Andrew, whose background is in planning, brings with 

him a wealth of experience. His focus at present is with the evolving Local 
Plan for Wirral. 

 
Our grateful thanks to Vanessa Matthews who has recently stepped 

down. Her input since joining the committee has been extremely valuable 
and we wish her well for the future.  

 
Dennis Clegg has dealt with planning matters over many years and his 

knowledge and expertise on planning has proved invaluable to the 
Committee, individual members and indeed our local councillors.  Roger 

Lane, who already covers historical aspects for the Society has now taken 
over this additional role.  

 
Dennis (pictured) decided to step down from his 

role as Planning Officer and chair of our Planning 

Group at the end of February. Planning matters 
have involved Dennis in a great deal of detailed 

work and analysis and a huge amount of time and 
he has more than earned the opportunity to 

reduce his involvement with this aspect of the 
Society’s work. Fortunately, Dennis has agreed to 

stay on the Planning Group for the time being 
with the intention of progressively reducing his 

involvement. 
 

Dr Steve Anderson (pictured), the Society’s 
Chair, would like to step down from this role in 

March 2021 but, thankfully, he wishes to remain 
on the committee.  

We would encourage anyone interested in this 

role, if not already a committee member, to join 
the Committee now thus allowing a period of 

overlap.  
 

 
Vacancies on the Committee provide opportunities for anyone 

interested in becoming involved in the work of the Heswall Society and 
helping to ensure that the Society prospers. Roles currently available 

include Membership Secretary, Open Spaces and Tree Preservation 
Orders. 
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We encourage anyone interested in joining the 

Committee to contact a committee member. 
Although covering important topics, Committee 

meetings are run in a friendly and inclusive way 
which welcomes and supports new members and 

new ideas. Any interested member would be 
welcome to come along to a Committee meeting 

as an observer to see if it is right for them before 
committing. 

 

 

** COME AND JOIN US! ** 

 

OPEN MEETINGS 

 

Local historian Gavin Hunter (pictured) got our Autumn 
season of events off to a cracking start at our inaugural 

September open meeting with another excellent 
informative and amusing talk, this time entitled Wirral’s 

Historic Dee Coastline, which attracted a record 
audience. 

 

This was followed in October by Christina Spencer sharing many amusing 
anecdotes about her experiences as a German living for many years now 

in the UK. 

At the January meeting, we were treated to a 
fascinating talk by Jacky Finch on ‘Wonderful 

Things: Decoding ancient Egyptian Jewellery’. 

Photograph by John Campana – just one of the 
many items featured. 

  

There was an excellent turnout at our 

February meeting when engineer Anthony 

Clark gave an illustrated talk on how 
Liverpool’s Albert Dock was constructed, based 

on his studies over many years working on its 
restoration since the 1980’s. 
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CHRISTMAS 2019 

Our annual Carols around the Tree was well attended 

on a dry and beautifully clear December evening 

enhanced by a full, cold moon. Thanks again to the 
Rector of St Peter’s, Martin Cannam for introducing 

the carols, to St Peter’s for providing the appreciated 
mulled wine and mince pies, to Port Sunlight Lyceum 

Brass for providing the music and to all who turned 
up to support the occasion. 

 

VOLUNTEERING 
 

Angie Mounsey has welcomed new volunteers who 
have come forward to help her with looking after 

the flowerbeds at Castle Buildings, and also with 
Dawstone Park.  Both these projects continue to do 

well, although both have suffered from the 
relentless rain.  Hopefully some warmth and 

sunshine will make a difference.  

There is always room for more enthusiastic 

gardeners! 

 

OUR FRIENDS 

The Society continues to support the various ‘Friends’ groups that are 

doing an excellent job in improving our local community. 
 

It continues to maintain its representation on the Heswall and District 
Business Association (HDBA) and once again we provided a donation 

towards the Christmas lights. 

 
The Society works closely with Council representatives Fergus Adams 

(Constituency Manager for Wirral South) and with Shannon Kennedy 
(Engagement Officer for Wirral South) and is very grateful for the help 

and support they provide. 
 

The Society remains active in the Wirral Green Spaces Alliance Group on 
Green Belt/Local Plan issues and maintains a close working relationship 

with other societies on the Wirral including the Wirral Society and 
Conservation Areas Wirral. 
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PLANNING MATTERS 
 
In the five months since the Autumn Newsletter was prepared, the 

Planning Group has considered 81 planning applications. Of these, the 
majority gave no cause for concern. The Group made comments and 

suggestions on six, and objections were raised on 19.  
 

The ability to object to inappropriate new build in Heswall, especially at a 

Planning Appeal stage, has been compromised by the lack of an up to 
date Local Plan. As the Council has been unable to demonstrate an 

adequate supply of housing land, National Guidance deems the present 
UDP ‘out of date’ and there is a presumption in favour of sustainable 

development. The policies in the UDP no longer stand in their own right, 
but are just taken into account in an assessment of ‘planning balance’.  

There have been a number of Appeals in recent years where appellants 
have made this argument. Whereas, previously, an Appeal for an 

application which was not in accord with the UDP would have been 
refused, in some cases the Inspector has taken the view that the planning 

balance is in favour of the development proceeding; in other cases he has 
decided that the balance is against the development. The Society will now 

argue that the housing figures in the Council’s 2020 ‘Issues and Options’ 
document do show an adequate supply of housing land and the UDP 

should be the basis of decisions until it is superseded by the new Local 

Plan. 
 

Update 
 
The Autumn Newsletter reported on a number of applications where the 

Society had made representations, but Council decisions were still 
pending. The following is the situation at the time of writing: 

 
Application OUT/18/00322 for the erection of 35 dwellings on Green Belt 

land at Newhall Centre, Chester High Road is still to be determined. 
 

Cherry Cottage, Wall Rake, which lies in the Conservation Area 
continues to be of concern. The Committee has made further 

representations about non-compliant aspects of the project. A planning 
application has now been made to seek approval for the works as now 

constructed and as intended to be completed. We consider that these 

proposals continue to be wholly unsatisfactory and have objected. 
 

The application APP/19/00802 for seven apartments on the Silverdale 
Site on Mount Avenue has now been approved. A site notice indicates a 

sale has been agreed. 
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An outline application for a two storey apartment block and two houses at 

29 Delavor Road had been refused and an Appeal lodged. The Appeal 
was dismissed. 

 
Application APP/19/00885 for two apartment blocks containing a total of 

ten apartments at Inchbroom, Farr Hall Road. This application was 
made in June. No decision has been made by the Council and we believe 

that it is unlikely to be approved in its current form. 
 

Nearby APP/19/00910 at 22 Farr Hall Drive - demolition of a thatched 
cottage and replacement with up to six apartments. The Society objected 

to the original June 2019 application and to revised drawings submitted in 
September. No decision has been made by the Council. 

 
A later application OUT/19/01068 in July 2019 was for six apartments at 

Longacre, 41 Farr Hall Drive. No decision has been made by the 

Council. 
 

Also in Farr Hall Drive, an Appeal against the Council’s refusal to grant 
permission to extend an existing house at Little Mundens, 43 Farr Hall 

Drive and to build a new house in part of the garden was refused. 
However, while the Appeal was being processed the applicant submitted a 

new application to demolish the existing house and replace it with a new 
one (there would then remain just one house on the plot). The Committee 

took the view that the form of the new building would not fit with the local 
character and we had hopes that if the Appeal was refused it would 

establish principles which would support our position. Unfortunately the 
Council approved the new application just a few days before the Appeal 

was decided. 
 

Recent Applications 
 
In addition to a variety of concerns about applications for single dwellings 

and extensions, we objected to: 
 

APP/19/01190 for six apartments at 279 Telegraph Road. This was 
approved but a condition was imposed requiring a landscape plan before 

occupation. We are generally dissatisfied with landscaping provision, 

especially in apartment developments, and would prefer that it be dealt 
with as part of the initial application rather than by condition. 

 
APP/19/01814 for six apartments at Denecourt, 37 Oldfield Drive 

where we view the current proposal as completely out of character with 
the local area. This is currently being considered by the Council’s Case 

Officer. 
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APP/19/01177 erection of three five-bedroom detached dwellings with 

associated access, parking and landscaping at Willowbank, 33 Oldfield 
Road. The plot backs onto Heswall Dales and we were concerned about 

its impact on this important area. The original application was made in 
July and we sustained our objection in the light of supplementary 

submissions by the applicant. A decision is still outstanding. 
 

The Committee was alerted to APP/19/01509 which proposed the 
demolition of a pair of old sandstone cottages and their replacement by 

two detached houses of a design which we considered out of character 
and a layout which was cramped and raised issues of highway access. The 

application was withdrawn. 
 

Backland Development 
 
Backland is land which lies behind existing houses, maybe large gardens 

and/or neglected areas. The Council’s policies recognise that development 
of such areas can present a range of planning problems - including the 

impact on the character of an area and potential impact on neighbours 
from inadequate access arrangements. The Society sometimes objects to 

such applications, most recently OUT/19/01442 for demolition of a garage 
in Brimstage Road with a view to creating an access for a new dwelling in 

the rear garden. The Council refused this application because it would not 

provide adequate living accommodation, would be overbearing to 
neighbouring properties, concerns about adequate garden space/off street 

parking/direct overlooking of neighbours, unsatisfactory access in terms 
of lack of amenity strips and harm to residential amenity. 

 

Conservation Areas  
 

The Society has drawn up its proposal for what it 
would like to see included in the text for the Heswall 

Lower Village section of the forthcoming Local Plan. 
This has taken account of National and Local 

guidelines and seeks to stress the importance of the 
CA’s Appraisal and Management Plan when 

applications for development or alterations are being 
considered by Council Officers. 

 

The Society has been consulted on a number of planning applications in 

the Conservation Areas. Many of these were minor alterations that could 
have a significant effect on the character of the Conservation Area, for 

example by loss of sandstone walls. We successfully objected to the loss 
of such a wall in West Grove. 
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Another example was APP/19/01421 for the erection of a two-storey four 

bed dwelling following demolition of existing dwelling house at The 
Spinney, 5 School Hill. The Society objected to this application because 

the height and design of the new building was inappropriate for the plot, 
leading to privacy issues for surrounding properties. We also sought 

protection for the sandstone wall bordering the property on School Hill.  
The Council has refused permission. 

 

TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

During the year we have received notification of nine applications for work 

on trees either covered by Tree Preservation Orders or within 
Conservation Areas. We have objected to three of these applications. One 

was successful, one was rejected on the grounds that the tree was 

diseased, and the other rejected because the raised tree roots were a 
potential danger to the public.  

There is a problem over the blanket TPO on trees in the Farr Hall Drive 

area. There have been a number of instances where trees have been 
lopped or felled and we have not received prior notification. We are 

currently trying to ascertain the reason for this lack of communication 
which is causing great concern to many local residents. 

 

OPEN SPACES 

We continue to support and work with the four Friends 

Groups of The Dales, Dawstone Park, Hill House Gardens 
and Feather Lane Woods. Representatives of these groups 

recently met with Council Officers, the aim being to obtain 
Green Flag status for more of Heswall’s Open Spaces, and 

to ascertain how much help the Council would be able to 
give in order to achieve that objective. It was a 

constructive meeting, but of course it will be only the 

consequential action that counts! 

 

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 

Since the last newsletter we have researched and 

published articles on the history of Heswall's oldest 
shop, Cain of Heswall (pictured), the  celebrated 

WW1 photographer Florence Farmborough, and the 
Heswall Horse Show.  

 
As always, we have addressed numerous queries 

via the Society website from people from all over 
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the world researching old family trees or trying to identify old 

photographs. We are constantly seeking new information, so if you have 
old photos, paintings or documents relating to Heswall and would like us 

to help you explore the stories behind them, please contact Roger Lane 
(roger.m.lane@btinternet.com , 01513429269). 

 
 

 

EVENTS PROGRAMME 
 

Wednesday 25 March 2020 (AGM) 7:30pm 
at Heswall Hall - Followed at 8.00pm by 

'Heads I win - Tails you lose' by Peter 
Turner, Illusionist - number three in his series 

of talks. 
  

 
Wednesday 23 September 2020 – 8:00pm at Heswall Hall. Speaker - 

Anthony Annakin Smith. ‘The Early Neston Collieries- 
Innovation,Toil.......and Sabotage’. 

 
Monday 16 November 2020 - 8:00pm at Heswall Hall. Speaker - 

Stephen Ross. ‘34 Years of Working for the Probation Service-The 
Highs, The Lows, Humour and Occasional terror’. 

 

Wednesday 9th December 2020 - 7.15pm 
‘Carols around the Tree’ - lead by Revd Martin 

Cannam and accompanied by the Port Sunlight 
Lyceum Band. Starting at 7.15pm outside the 

gates of St Peter’s Church, Lower Heswall.  

 
 

PUBLICITY 
 
Full details of the Society’s activities can be found on our website at 

www.theheswallsociety.org.uk.  
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

If you are not already a member of Heswall Society and/or can think of 
anyone who might be interested in becoming a member, please complete 

and/or pass on a Membership Application Form which can be 

downloaded from our website www.theheswallsociety.org.uk. 

mailto:roger.m.lane@btinternet.com
http://www.theheswallsociety.org.uk/

