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AUTUMN 2019 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES 

Committee 

The call for the Society’s involvement remains relentless and, indeed, 

continues to grow. The Society, in addition to covering planning aspects in 
the Ward, is also involved with tree issues, Heswall in Bloom, setting up 

and supporting Friends Groups, local history projects and liaising with the 
Council and our local councillors on various areas affecting Heswall’s 

natural and built environment. Hence the pull on your Committee 
members’ time continues to increase. It is reassuring therefore to report 

that membership of your Committee remains stable, although we are still 

looking for new people to help us, either on the main Committee or on the 
Planning Group. If you feel you could help with either, please do get in 

touch with me or any other Committee Member.  

Planning Team 

Screening planning applications 

remains a core part of the work 
of the Committee. As you are 

probably aware, applications are 
screened monthly by our 

Planning Group. Their views and 
recommendations are passed to 

the Committee for a final 
decision on whether to object or 

submit a comment on behalf of 
the Society. Over the last year I 

have been trying, unsuccessfully, to identify someone to take over our 
Planning Officer role from Dennis Clegg to allow Dennis to take on a more 

advisory role.  

To help reduce the workload on Dennis, and also to provide the Society 

with planning expertise backup, it has been agreed with your Committee 
to engage a planning consultant on selective applications where we wish 
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to object. Over the next months we will be seeking to identify and work 

with a suitable consultant. This of course has budget implications and will 
add to our costs. Hence it is important that we further increase 

membership, and I would ask all members to encourage anyone they 
know who lives in Heswall to join the Society.  

Green Belt 

The threat to our Green Belt across Wirral from the evolving Local Plan 
being developed by the Council continues to be a major concern, 

particularly the pressure on releasing Green Belt land for development. 
The Council, on the one hand, continues to publicly state that they want 

to concentrate on using Brownfield Sites first to minimize the requirement 
to build on Green Belt. On the other hand, it states (incorrectly in our 

opinion) that the Government is forcing it to use the standard 
method/2014 ONS figures to calculate housing need of around 13,000 

homes over the 15 year plan period.  

 

The Heswall Society remains an important member of the Wirral Green 
Space Alliance (WGSA) Group which is challenging the Council on Local 

Plan Green Belt issues. Current work being carried out by the Group 
covers a number of areas: statistical calculations to show that the real 

housing need for Wirral is much lower than the 13,000 figure; 
identification of Brownfield Sites missing on the Council’s Brownfield 

register; and building a detailed spreadsheet of technical reasons why 

Green Belt sites and sites identified for ’infill‘ should not be released for 
development. In addition, a crowdfunding site is being set up to help 

boost funds for future consultancy and legal fees required to challenge the 
draft Local Plan at the inspection stage. The timetable for submitting the 

Local Plan to Government currently remains somewhat uncertain, but 
latest intelligence indicates that inspection by the Secretary of State will 

be late 2021. 
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Open Meetings 

Our series of Open Meetings continued in February 

with a very impressive and informative talk on the 
‘Wirral Waters’ development given by Richard 

Mawdsley, Development Director, Wirral Waters 
for the Peel Group. This is a substantial 

development and, of course, the more homes it 
can deliver (potentially around 6,000 over the 

Council’s Local Plan period) reduces the pressure 
on our Green Belt.  

After the March AGM, Christopher Storey QC entertained us with 
amusing stories from his experiences at the bar, entitled ‘Horace 

Rumpole – hero or anti-hero’. 

At my request, we have introduced an additional talk in September this 
year, as I felt there was too large a gap between our March (AGM) 

meeting and the November meeting. This is a trial to see if a September 

meeting will encourage enough people to attend. 

Liaison 

Your Society continues to liaise closely with Fergus Adams, the Wirral 
South Constituency Manager, and also with appropriate Council 

Departments on specific issues. 

In February, our Planning Officer and I had a very useful meeting with 

David Ball, Assistant Director, Major Growth Projects and Housing 
Delivery, to discuss the current enforcement backlog and other related 

issues. The Council is fully aware that the 
planning service needs to be modernised and 

better staffed. In consequence, five new posts 
have been created to support the local plan - 

three new planning officers have been appointed 
and enforcement has been boosted from one and 

a half to four people. 

In terms of enforcement, a separate meeting for 

the Society to go over specific cases where we 
have identified enforcement issues has been 

suggested. The Society will be taking up this 
offer, and is currently preparing a dossier of 

cases to be presented. The Council’s Enforcement Policy is being updated 
and the Society has been promised an opportunity to provide comment. 

Members should note that for breaches in any conditions set we are 
informed that they are best addressed initially with the Case Officer. 
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The difficulty of accessing Appeals Documentation, and why it couldn’t be 

available online, was also raised. In terms of the Appeals Process, it was 
explained that this was controlled by the Planning Inspectorate in Bristol. 

The Council, however, is considering whether the new Planning software 
being installed might be able to allow Appeals Documentation to be 

accessed online. 

In the interim, the current difficulties in getting access to these 
documents at the Town Hall, and the inability to copy, were also raised. It 

was promised that this would be looked into to try to improve the current 
situation. 

Trees 

John Pyke and I had a very informative meeting with Eric Bowman (the 
Council’s Tree Preservation Officer) and Steve Lacey to discuss tree 

issues. The main reason for the meeting was to discuss the felling of the 
beech tree by Linghams. Council Highways were responsible for the felling 

of this tree along with their contractor Man Coed (arborist and tree 

surgeons). The tree did have a TPO, but was given an exemption as it 
was diseased. I have now followed this up with Highways and have 

received a copy of the report confirming that the tree did need to be 
felled (note the stump has been left at the current height to avoid trip 

issues). This work, and indeed the more recent work on trees in Hill 
House Gardens, have together highlighted the lack of communication 

between the Council and local 
organisations like the Heswall 

Society and Friends Groups 
before such work is carried 

out. I am currently in 
discussion with our local 

councillors and the Council to 
try and make sure that such 

communication is integrated 

into Council processes. 

We were also informed that it 
is much easier for the Council 

to stop (and prosecute) unlawful felling/work on trees if they can be 
alerted while the work is being carried out, in order that they can catch 

and identify the contractors on site. Residents should phone any Council 
Planning Department number and refer to unauthorised tree work.  

Planting 

Summer planting for Heswall in Bloom was completed in May, and I hope 
you have been cheered by the splash of colour offered by the beds and 

planters around the centre. The Society and our additional volunteers 
have again done a great job. I am also indebted to our local businesses 

and shops who have contributed towards the cost of planting together 
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with a small grant from the Council. Watering the flower beds during the 

summer is a constant issue, and we are currently exploring the possibility 
of purchasing a bowser to aid us in this. 

We have periodically experienced some 

vandalism towards the flowers in both the 
planters and beds. Unfortunately vandalism has 

become more significant recently, particularly at 
weekends. I have alerted the police to this issue 

and discussions are ongoing on how it might 
best be overcome. 

Some other aspects in brief:  

I have no up-to-date information about the sale 
of the Police Station. However, I have written to 

the Police and Crime Commissioner asking if she 
can provide me with any update. At the time of 

writing, I await a reply. 

The Society is supportive of 

having a defibrillator installed in the lower village. Our 
initial thoughts were to install it in our telephone kiosk. 

On exploring the possibility, however, it has quickly 
become apparent that this is not as simple a process as 

we had thought. Before making a final decision, we are 
currently trying to better define exactly what the long 

term implications to the Society would be, whilst also exploring other 
possibilities. 

The Society continues to support the various Friends Groups within 
Heswall. 

In addition to dealing with the various people already mentioned, the 

Society greatly benefits from the support given to us from our three local 
councillors: Les Rowlands, Andrew and Kathie Hodson.  Kathie, being a 

member of the Council’s Planning Committee, has to stand back from any 

involvement in planning issues, but we are fortunate in the help of 
Andrew and Les in planning matters. 

Finally, the Society maintains its membership of the Heswall and District 

Business Association, the Wirral Society, the Wirral History and Heritage 
association, the Conservation Forum, the Merseyside Civic Society and the 

North West Association of Civic Trusts. 
 

Steve Anderson 
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PLANNING MATTERS 

 
Since the Spring Newsletter, your Committee has considered 95 planning 

applications, of which we objected to 26 and made comments on 4.  

In the Spring Newsletter, I listed a number of applications where 
decisions or Appeals were pending, and I can now update you on these: 

 APP/17/01445 - The creation of an access road and 13 pitches for 
static holiday caravans, Banks Road - this was refused on 14th 

September and an Appeal to the Planning Inspectorate has been 
withdrawn. 

 The most recent application for the demolition of 1 Rocky Lane 

and the construction of six apartments (APP/18/01016), which was 
submitted in August 2018, has been approved. 

 In May 2018 an application (OUT/18/00322) was submitted for 
demolition of existing structures and the erection of 35 dwellings 

(with all matters reserved except for means of access) on Green 
Belt land at Newhall Centre, Chester High Road - it is still to be 

determined. 

 Another project, which is developing into a saga, relates to Cherry 
Cottage, Wall Rake. In May 2018, an application was made for 

‘Demolition of existing buildings and rebuilding as two-storey 

dwelling, together with temporary demolition of part of the 
boundary wall for construction access (wall to be rebuilt following 

construction)’. This was approved in July 2018. However, your 
Committee formed a view that what was being built differed 

significantly from what was approved, and a non-compliance 
complaint was made. In February, a new application was made 

which would have regularised what had been built - this was 
refused. In April, a Discharge of Conditions application relating to 

the approved project was made to the Council, but the Society 
pointed out that, in its view, this application goes beyond a 

discharge of conditions and should be a new application.  That 
Discharge of Conditions Application is still pending determination. 

 In February 2019, your Committee considered an application to 
change the use of the former Italia Lighting premises on the first 

floor of ‘The Curve’ to a fitness centre open 24/7.  Local people 
were concerned about the 24 hour use and the off-peak hours when 

it would be unmanned.   The application was approved with 
satisfactory conditions on the operating regime. 

Your Committee has objected to applications for four sets of flats: 

o Following the refusal of the previous application for flats at the 
former doctors’ surgery at Silverdale, Mount Avenue, a new 

application APP/19/00802 has been made for a three-storey 
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building containing seven residential apartments.  Your Committee 

objected, considering the design, scale and mass of the buildings 
would appear dominant and incongruous, but the application has 

been approved. 

o An outline application for demolition of existing dwelling and 
erection of two storey apartment block with four self-contained 

apartments and two detached five bedroom dwellings to the rear at 
29 Delavor Road was refused, but the applicant has now 

appealed.  The Society has submitted its comments to the 
Inspector. 

o An application for the erection of a three storey block of six two 
bedroom apartments following demolition of existing dwelling house 

at 1 Oldfield Drive (on the corner of Telegraph Road) was 
approved, although the Society managed to get the number of 

apartments reduced to five with consequent reduction in ridge 
height. 

o An application to demolish the Gospel Hall on the corner of Pensby 
Road and Poll Hill Road and build a three storey new build 

residential development containing 23 Flats (four one bed and 
nineteen two bed). Planning Permission has now been granted, but 

the scale of the element facing Pensby Road has been reduced by 
replacing a pitched roof with a flat one. 

Objections have been submitted regarding another two blocks of flats; 

due to present workload, a planning consultant was engaged to help 
prepare objections on behalf of the Society. We understand that the 

Council’s Case Officers have concerns about these applications: 

 22 Farr Hall Drive - demolition of the existing thatched cottage 

and replacement with up to six apartments together with associated 
landscaping, parking and access works. 

 Inchbroom, Farr Hall Road - demolition of existing dwelling, 

garages and outbuildings; proposed development to consist of two 

apartment buildings (ten self-contained apartments in total). 

In addition, The Society has been alerted to an outline planning 
application to demolish an existing house and build yet another block of 

flats in this area, this time at Longacre, 41 Farr Hall Drive, and will be 

objecting.  Also, we have been consulted on an application to demolish 
279 Telegraph Road and construct 6 apartments there, and have 

objected to various aspects of the design. 

The Society has also objected to plans for apartments at 33 and 35 
Whitehouse Lane.  Plans have now been submitted for 7 houses which 

we consider an overdevelopment. 
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We have considered the usual range of applications for extensions and 

infill development in the gardens of existing houses, and objected where 
appropriate. I will just mention Little Mundens, 43 Farr Hall Drive.  In 

September your Committee objected to an application to extend the 
existing property and build a new house in part of the garden.  The 

Council refused permission, the applicant has appealed and the Society 
has made a submission to the Inspector. A new application has recently 

been submitted to demolish the existing house and build a larger one 
facing the road, rather than down to the estuary (which is the norm). The 

Society has objected to the design.  

The Society is very concerned about the ‘discovery’ of the Farr Hall Drive 

area by developers, and their proposals for developments which are out 
of character. The Society has written to the Council’s Heritage Officer 

expressing its concerns. The full text of this can be viewed on the 
Society’s website at www.theheswallsociety.org.uk. 

Dennis Clegg 

 

OPEN SPACES 

I am pleased to report that a committee for the Friends of Feather Lane 
Woods has been formed and has agreed a draft Constitution to put before 

a General Meeting, which it is hoped will 

be held in early September. The 
committee has also completed a risk 

assessment which needs to be approved 
by the Council before any work can 

start. The meetings have been held in 
Tesco’s staff canteen, and thanks are 

due to their manager Gareth Lloyd and 
their Community Officer Lindsay 

Kennedy for their help and support. 

We also continue to liaise with the Friends groups for The Dales, Hill 

House Gardens and Dawstone Park. 

John Pyke 

 

CONSERVATION AREAS 

Eight Conservation Area signs have been erected 

on lamp posts at the main entrances to Heswall 
Lower Village Conservation Area, and one sign at 

the entrance to Gayton Conservation Area. 

In this calendar year to date, we have received 

notification of six applications for tree works 

http://www.theheswallsociety.org.uk/
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either to trees with Tree Preservation Orders attached, or to trees within 

our two Conservation Areas. We have objected in part to two of these 
applications. 

John Pyke 

 

 

PARKS 
 

Castle Buildings Flowerbeds 
 

The Summer Planting took place at the 

end of May and, with more help than 
usual, was completed in record time.  My 

grateful thanks go to all those involved 
and to those who have since continued to 

tend and water the beds.   
 

 

 

I believe these beds bring a welcome splash of 

colour to Heswall and are appreciated by shop 
owners and visitors alike.  However, it does take 

time and effort to keep them looking good and if 
anyone would like to assist, they would be most 

welcome. 

Sadly, there have been some incidents of vandalism with plants being 

uprooted, but thankfully, not too many. 

Equally, car drivers persist in driving over the beds when parking! 
 

Dawstone Park 
 

The Friends of Dawstone Park have continued to keep 
the Park looking in good condition with well attended 

working parties.  Gradually, all areas of the Park are 
being renovated and brought up to a high standard. 

At the time of writing, the annual Summer Fair is due to 

take place on the August Bank Holiday Saturday.   This 
is a well-supported event with something for all 

members of the family, including a very popular Dog 

Show! 
 

Angie Mounsey 
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LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

 
In June we were asked to present a History of The 

Dales at the Friends of The Dales AGM. This is the 
subject of our latest article which, as I write this, is 

about to be published in the Heswall Magazine.  

In an earlier article, we built on the reminiscences of a Heswall resident, 
the late John Ebbs, to recall life in the sixties in Heswall.  

We have also covered the remarkable story of Marjorie 
Alexander, an early pioneer of cine filming, who has left a rich 

legacy of film covering many family and historical events, 
including footage of Heswall.  

 

We continue to receive many queries 
through the Heswall Society website 

relating to local history. One of these 
required us to check the birthplace of the 

DJ John Peel which we confirmed to be 
Heswall Nursing Home in Oldfield Drive, a 

clarification which will require the 
Wikipedia reference to be amended!  

A further request was to identify the farm an enquirer’s father stayed on 
for a few days during the war. We identified this as Dale Farm due to a 

reference to bomb damage.  

We are constantly seeking new information, so if you have old photos, 
paintings or documents relating to Heswall and would like us to help you 

explore the stories behind them, please contact us 
(roger.m.lane@btinternet.com , 01513429269). 

Roger Lane                           

 
 

EVENTS PROGRAMME 
 

Monday 23rd September 2019 8.00pm at Heswall 
Hall. 

Speaker - Gavin Hunter. ‘Wirral’s Historic Dee 

Coastlines’. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:roger.m.lane@btinternet.com
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Monday 11th November 2019 8.00pm at Heswall Hall. 

Speaker – Christina Spencer.  ‘Living with 60 million foreigners’. 
Entertaining talk about living in a strange country with strange foreigners 

she shares her life with! 
 

Wednesday 11th December 2019 7.15pm 
‘Carols around the Tree’ - lead by Revd Martin 

Cannam and accompanied by the Port Sunlight 
Lyceum Band. Starting at 7.15pm outside the 

gates of St Peter’s Church, Lower Heswall. 
 

Monday 20 January 2020 8.00pm at Heswall Hall.  Speaker – Jacky 
Finch.  ‘Wonderful things: Decoding ancient Egyptian Jewellery’.  

 
 

Wednesday 26 February 2020 8.00pm at Heswall 

Hall.  Speaker – Anthony Clark.  ‘Construction of the 
Albert Dock’. 
 

 

 
Wednesday 25 March 2020 (AGM) 7:30pm at Heswall 

Hall - Followed at 8.00pm by 'Heads I win - Tails you 
lose' by Peter Turner, Illusionist - number three in his 

series of talks. 
 

Wednesday 23 September 2020 – TBA 
 

Monday 16 November 2020 - TBA 
 

Annabel Barton 
 

 
PUBLICITY 

 

Full details of the Society’s activities can be found on our website at 
www.theheswallsociety.org.uk.  
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

If you are not already a member of Heswall Society and/or can think of 
anyone who might be interested in becoming a member, please complete 

and/or pass on the Membership Application Form overleaf.  Further 
copies can be downloaded from our website 

www.theheswallsociety.org.uk. 

 

http://www.theheswallsociety.org.uk/
http://www.theheswallsociety.org.uk/
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THE HESWALL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 
AND GIFT AID FORM 

 
Your membership will include all the members of your family living at the same address. 

 

I (details below) wish to become a member of THE HESWALL SOCIETY: 

 

Title ….. Surname …………………... Forename(s) …………………………….… 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………. Post Code ……………………… 

e-mail address....………………………………………………………….. 

Please write YES in this box if you are happy to receive all further  

communication electronically. Otherwise information will be sent by post.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

GIFT AID 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made today and in the 

future.   I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital 

Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is 
my responsibility to pay any difference. 

Please notify the Heswall Society if you:  

 want to cancel this declaration  

 change your name or home address  

 no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains  
 

Signed ………………………………. Date …………………………… 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STANDING ORDER FORM 

To the Manager ……………………………………………. Bank Sort Code ……………….. 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………….…………... Post Code ……………………... 

I hereby authorise and request you to debit my/our account No: ……………………………. 

the sum of £…….. (Minimum Ten Pounds) and credit Barclays Bank plc, Sort Code  

20-29-50 for The Heswall Society Account No: 63505251 on RECEIPT of this order 

AND ON DECEMBER 1 ANNUALLY until cancellation; and to cancel any previous 

standing order payable to The Society. 

 

Name(s) ………………………………………………………  

 

Signed ……………………………………………………….   Date …………………………. 

 

Please return this form to:  Membership Secretary, The Heswall Society, c/o Heswall 

Hall, 111 Telegraph Road, Wirral CH60 0AF 

 

Reference (HS use only) 
 

Reference (HS use only) 
 

 


